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     The day -long program consists of morning and afternoon sessions that will 

help attendees learn to identify community traditions in their region, and will 

feature demonstrations from:  

¶ Pine needle basket maker  Connie Palmer (Altha)  

¶ Beek eepe r Laurence Cutts (Chipley)  

¶ Bluegrass fiddler  Samantha Purvines (Laurel Hill)  

¶ Local ba rber, fiddler, storyteller,  folk artist  Mack Brooks (Crestview)  

 

    State Folklorist Blaine Waide  will giv e presentations about the folklife and folklore of the Florida 

Panhandle, the various techniques and methods used for documenting folklife, and ideas for 

identifying folk and traditional cultural resources in local communities.  

Lunch  will be available from Noon to 1 p.m.  

The Forum is free  and open to the public.  

Prior registration is not required.  

Coffee and refreshments  will be served.  

 

Call 850.245.6427 for more information.  

                            Or 537-5714 

 

www.flher itage.com/preservation/folklife  
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Baker Block Museum  

Corner of SR 4 and Hwy 189, Baker, 

Okaloosa Co. FL 32531  

Wednesday, 15 August 2012  

Starting at  9:00 a.m.  

come anytime during the day  



òAs I Remember Itó Series.   Mr. Perry L. Fortune (born 1894)

 

     This information was taken directly from a handwritten letter by Mr. Perry L. Fortune, Rt 9 

Box 4, Milton FL. on October 24, 1973.  He mailed the letter to a State of Florida official, Mr. 

Robert Williams, Tal lahassee, FL., in reply to his letter of 10 October, 1973.  A xeroxed copy of 

the letter and additional information is provided in òThe History of Milliganó binder in the 

museumõs research library.  The binder also contains data regarding òMilliganõs Creekó 

Florida Master Site File. Archeological Site Form. Survey date, July 15, 1982.  Site #80K97. 
 

 

 

     In 1824, Milligan Lumber 

Company built a saw m ill ½ mile 

from Milligan Creek Islands. (Those 

of our reader s who know the area 

also remember the swampy area 

around the old  Log Lake Bridge).   

While the saw mill was being  built 

they also built a fort for protection 

from the Seminole Indians.  Workers 

lived in the fort and cattle were 

kept there, too, to keep the Indians 

from stealing them .  

 
 òWillie Lewis Crain  was my great 

grandfather  and he  helped 

build  this mill and he was 

borned in 1790, in Wilcox 

County, I think, and married 

Ann Grimes and moved to 

Milligan after the War of 1812. 

My grandfather told me many 

times about the places it (words 

smeared) in 1836 the battle was 

for (smear) with the Indians a t 

the fort . T his was t he Indian 

Defeat that caused th em to move 

out of Santa Rosa County.ó 

     (I will) òdescribe the Indians 

hideout and it was in the Horse 

Branch Islands on East River 

there was a large creek known as 

Prarie Creek. This is a large creek  with large 

island all (smear)  This creek and three miles east 

of Prarie Creek was Horse  Branch so thick you 

could ent ride a horse through  where Horse Branch 

enters East River. . .  .(East) River is the Head of 

Horse Branch Island this is a most horrible p lace 

to describe  --  so many islands in this swamp until 

it was dangerous for a white man to enter some 8 

or 9 miles wide and as many  miles long and this 

was the home of the Indians. They had a trail in 

East River that crossed where Live Oak and Turtle 

Cree k comes together. These two creeks made East 

River. Their trail would come out at Devilõs Fork 

and on to  (todayõs) Fort Walton. . .ó 

     In his letter, Mr. Fortune goes on to mention  

Marmaduke Fortune, Frances Faulk; Fortune Ferry; the 

unique Galberry tree at Bull Branch; and more.   Read 

it in our Research Library!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      Log Lake Bridge, 1924 ð 1961                                          

  one mile south of I -10, on Hwy 189 . Holt, FL. 
 

 

Send your email address to bakermuseum@aol.com  
 

We will add it to our òundisclosed recipientsó emailing of this newsletter. 



 
  NEWS ARTICLE ð òCounty Road Fundó  

  This news  article  is written in the vernacular  

 of the day.  It appeared in the Okaloosa  

News on March 24, 1916.  
 

         Itõs rather direct donõt you  think!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send your email address to bakermuseum@aol.com  
 

We will add it to our òundisclosed recipientsó emailing of this newsletter. 
 

Milligan, Feb. 18 , 1908 ð A big meeting was 

held last night for the purpose of suppressing 

lawlessness, especially drunkenness and 

carrying concealed weapons.  

   At 8 oõclock the town began business with a 

goodly number of its best citizens present, and 

elected A.L. Garrett, chairman, and J.W. 

Garrett Jr., secretary, and several other 

officers, whose duties it is to apprehend crimes 

as before mentioned and put t hem before the 

proper officer, who will see that the law against 

these evil practices are carried out to the 

letter.  

   Another meeting will be held next  Friday 

night to further the move. This organization fills 

a long felt want, as the town, since its 

existence, has been more or less troubled wit h 

characters who drink more than their share of 

whiskey, and carry concealed weapons.  

   The new post office building being 

constructed by the Scotch Manufacturing 

company and will be occupied soon.  

   The coronerõs jury returned a  verdict of 

justifiable homicide in the killing of H.O. 

Livingston Saturday by Thomas Merritt. 

Livingstonõs remains were interred in the Bethel 

cemetery Monday.  



 
  Milligan was known as òChaffin Stationó in the late 1800s.  The photo isnõt as clear as we 

might  wish, but it gives an idea of what youõd find on Main Street in those days! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 YELLOW RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH 

           Look closely to see the ladiesõ hats.  Arenõt they  a marvel! 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send your email address to bakermuseum@aol.com  
We will add it to our òundisclosed recipientsó emailing of this newsletter. 

 


